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Thewater crisis is notjust a CapeTownconcern
LAURA PISANELL O
laurap@caxton.co.za

The water crisis facing Cape
Town has been widely publicised,
however, Johannesburgis not
immune to water woes.

-

He added that there is not a lack
of available technology or capital
to addressthe problem but rather
a lack of policy and projects to
invest in.
The director of the Centre
for Transboundary Water
Management at the Arava Institute

At a discussionhostedby the
South African Jewish Board
of Deputies in Houghton, four
experts on topics related to
the water crisis cametogether
to discusssomeof the most
important details surrounding the
water shortageand how best to
deal with it.
Dr Anthony Turton, a professor
at the centre for environmental
managementat the University
_ of Free State said that it is
- important to note that water is
not a ﬁnite resource.

in Israel, Dr Clive Lipchin,

travelled to South Africa to
discussthe water crisis.
Lipchin said that the crisis in
Cape Town is not unique in South
Africa or the world. Major cities
around the world have faced
similar problems but highlighted
that treating water is one of the
most important ways to tackle the
issue.
Like Turton, Lipchin said that
the desalination of water and
the treating of seweragewater is
essentialto ensuringthat water

"Water is not a ﬁnite source,

it is inﬁnitely renewable. We
don't have a water problem,
we have a pollution problem
or a salt problem or maybe
x, the water is too far or comes
s at the wrong time, or it's too
dirty," said Turton.

is renewable.
"You have to value every
single drop of water and put it
to productive use, it's about the
reclamation of water, when we
invest in technology to treat
wastewaterand thenjust dump it
back into rivers doesn't make any
sense," saidLipchin.
"From a ﬁnancial perspective,
why are we wasting that money
on treating that water and then we
just dump it?"
Hamath Kasan, the general
managerof scientiﬁcservicesat

the money and the technology are
available to ensure that people
have accessto water. "Why is it
that 1,8 billion people don't have
accessto water or 2,6 billion

people have accessto toilets?"
asked Kasan.
"We know the answer to these
things, there is a lack of political
will, leadership, managementand
governance."

Rand Water, also attended the

discussion.Kasan emphasisedthat
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Hamath Kasan, the general

manager of scientiﬁc services
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at Rand Water, emphasises
#

_

the

importance of good governance
and leadership to solve the

f’

water crisis. Photo:
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Laura Plsanello

Dr Anthony Turton, a professor at the centre for environmental
management, discusses the importance of treating water, while Dr
Jeunesse Park looks on. Photo: Laura Pisanello.

