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CHOBE WATER VILLAS
WHY GO?
Situated on the Namibian tip of the Zambezi

Luxury
stay

Region, previously known as the Caprivi
Strip, and with the iconic Chobe River as its

setting, Chobe Water Villas offers a luxurious
break in one of Africa's must-see wildlife
destinations. With transfers, meals and a
host of activities taken care of by the lodge, all

guests have to do is relax in the tranquillity of
the bush and enjoy spotting various animals
and birds on the river banks and in the water.

GAME VIEWING

While you don't have to go far to see hippo
wallowing in water below yourvilla (or hear

them at nightfeedingunder the deck),one of
the most memorable experiences the lodge

offers isa river safari. The three to four-hour
boat cruise lets you get close to the river's

wildlife, whetherit's the awe of some very
big crocodiles who call the waters home, the
magical sight of a herd of elephants coming

down to drink, or a quick glimpse of a ﬁsh
eagle swooping down on its prey. The lodge
can also arrange a morning game drive into
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Chobe National Park, across the river and
into Botswana. The park is home to Africa's
largest elephant population, so if you don't
get to see them from the water, you should

activities
C
&
Ts
dates
validity
and
accommodation
relevant
the
Contact
apply.
malaria
in
be
before
check
depar
Some
cost.
extra
at
are
areas;
you
may
s
t.

be guaranteed a sighting from the open
4 x 4 vehicle, as well as appreciating some

of nature's smaller marvels, like the changing
Photography
ofﬁces
Supplied
days
but
week
Hermon
Leigh
*Immigration
ker;
time
seven
open
a
opening

colours of a chameleon in the sand and
jewel-coloured
STAY

bee-eaters in ﬂight.

IN STYLE

With only 16 en-suite villas built on stilts in

the water - and each featuring its own private
deck and 180-degree viewof the river - the
lodge offers quiet seclusion. The interiors
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cleverly incorpor ate elements of nature, with
no skimping on luxury, from the four-poster
beds (with air-con and mosquito nets) to
deep baths for an indulgent soak. On a hot
day, cool off in the lodge's inﬁnity pool
overlooking the river, or watch the sun

go down with a G&T on the main terrace

beforean eveningﬁre is lit.
If game viewing works up an appetite, you

the Zimbabwean side) that includes a

Namibia. TheNamibian Immigration
Ofﬁce* is locatedat Chobe Water Villas.

won't be disappointed. All meals are included

tour, lunch and visit to the craft market.

SA passpor t holders do not need visas.

in your stay,and servedinthe restaurant

Or take a cultural tour by boat to Kasenu

or poolside. Start the day with a selection
of fresh fruit and cheeses and preserves, or
cooked eggs and toast. Lunch is a lighter
affair, so you can leave room for a delicious
high tea served later in the afternoon, before
a ﬁve-course candle-lit dinner.
VENTURE A LITTLE FURTHER

Village, built around a baobab tree.
GETTING THERE
The Chobe Water Villas are a one-hour ,
45-minute ﬂight from Joburg, via SAA

HOW MUCH
From R4 500per night, per person

FINE DINING

arrange a day-trip to Victoria Falls (on

Airlink. Upon arrival at Kasane Airport

If you're in need of a little bit more adventure

in Botswana, the lodge will arrange
transfers to the Botswana Immigration
Point* and then by boat to Chobe Water

to your break, the lodge, for an added fee, can

Villas across the Chobe River, and into

sharing in a luxury villa. Price includes
all meals (plus a daily high tea and a
ﬁve-course dinner), all non-alcoholic
beverages, plus a selection of beers and
wines, a choice of two (morning and/or
evening) activities per night booked,

and return tra

rs (excludes
ﬂights).

* See chobewatervillas.com
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just a two-hour drive from Johannesburgin
a private game reserve. Offering a luxe stay,
Mabula is ideal for those wanting a romantic
escape or an unforgettable family holida y in
the bush. What's more, the reserve is home to
the Big Five, which you can spot on one of the
magniﬁcent sunrise or sunset game drives. Kids

are well catered for during school holidays, with
the Cubz Club, a sanctuary for playdates and
games, to keep them occupied for hours on

end - and give parents a well-deserved break.
* STAY INSTYLE
Book into an en-suite Standard Double Room,
that boasts a thatch-r oof and luxury ﬁnishings.
The room comes with air-con and a ﬂat-screen
TV, as well as a stone bath and a shower. Kick

back on the patio in the afternoon, or escape

the sun in the lounge. Want to bring the brood
with you? Stay in a Family Room;it'll sleep two
adults in a king-siz ed or twin bed, as well as
two kids under 12on sleeper couches.
* WILDLIFE SPOTTING
Two safari drives are included in your stay
each day - giving you plenty of opportunity
to experience the African landscape and
discover some of the 300 bird species, 60
mammals, and numerous plants, reptiles
and insect species that call Mabula home.
For a more intimate experience, the lodge
offers bush walks that will bring you closer
to nature, where guides highlight smaller
and less familiar species you might miss
from the 4 x 4 (no under 16s allowed).
* UP IN THE AIR
Bill Harrops Original Balloon Safaris is a unique
way to view the splendour of Mabula. From a
bird's eye view you stand in good stead to spot

elephants, buffaloand other wildlife that roam
the reserve.

Weather

dependent

you can take

to the skyat 6am for an unforgettable safari
mid-air bubbly
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combat the declining number of the
endangered southern ground hornbill
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day are part of your stay, which means y
can really relax in the bush without

worryin

about cooking (or washing up!)
* SOMETHING SPECIAL
The reserve is home to the Ground Hornbill

of whichthereareonly about 1500 left
in South Africa. Mabula has also helped
to reintroduce cheetahs to the reserve,
monitoring their patterns and population

* AND RELAX...

full-body massage (kiddies are catered
for too!), get a facial, mani or pedi, or
release tension with a quick 30-minute
head, neck and shoulder massage
* GETTING THERE
Mabula Game Lodge is just over 200km
from Johannesburg.
* HOW MUCH
A Standar d Double Room costs R6 524

Take some time to indulge in pampering,

per night. A Family Room also costs

pre-booked

R6 524 per night. Includes three meals
per day and two daily safaris.**
* See mabula.comtor more info.

spa treatments

at the on-site

Mabula Wellness Spa. Treat yourself to a
60-minute Calabash, Bamboo or Rungu

DE HOOP COLLECTION
* WHY GO?
Just a three-hour

drive from

Hoop offers guests a luxurious stay with all the

wonders of the wild. It's
the CapeNature reserv
also happens to be

I

He

=

d

is surrounded byt
ape's famed vegetation,
fynbos. The reserve is a magical mix of bush
sea and dunes, and is home tofree-roaming
bontebok, ostrich, and zebra, among others
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* GETTING THERE
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choice and some snack
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before check-in at 2pm. The stall has a
selection of home-made pies including
chicken, venison and beef. If you're in the
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area during August, you'll be treated to a
magical showas the canola ﬁelds are in
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* See dehoopcollection.com

