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Lockdownleadsto spike
in illegalabortionnumbers
Erica Abrahams

unborn babies, ﬁnancial

THE number of women seeking
illegal abortions has almost tripled
since the lockdown,

with some

seeking termination as late as eight
months into the pregnancy.
This is according to illegal
abortionists operating in
Empangeni, who are reportedly
seeing at least six or seven
'patients' a week.
Although abortion is legal in
South Africa

in the ﬁrst trimester,

it

is estimated that between 52 and 58
per cent of the estimated 260 000
abortions that take place annually
are illegal.
While abortions remain legal
until 20 weeks, a reason must be

provided for abortions between 13
and 20 weeks. Thereafter,

abortion

is permitted only if it's a case of
mortal danger for the mother.
The ZO contacted three
abortionists who advertise their
services on posters around the
Empangeni central business district.
One individual,
who claims to be
a doctor from Zimbabwe, said since

March he'd seen an increase in
women wanting abortions past the
ﬁrst trimester cut-off.
'Previously, people would come
to me when they were about three or
four months pregnant, and I would
give them tablets to get rid of the
pregnancy, he said.
'Now,

more women who are seven

to eight months pregnant are also
coming to me - and I help them.'
He explained that while many
originally planned to keep their

concerns

had resulted in the late abortion
spike.
'Some men bring their girlfriends
to me, saying they already have
three or four children to support.
They've lost their jobs during
lockdown and cannot afford more.'
The abortionist claimed the
medication he supplied was safe
for the mother. When taken later
in pregnancy, the medication
causes tissue damage to the foetus,
inducing early labour. Surgical
alternatives to tablets include womb
scraping.
Last year, the ZO reported
that a woman was left infertile
after undergoing an illegal womb
scraping abortion in Empangeni.
Despite this, the abortionist
claimed that twice as many women
were opting for surgery to avoid
the prolonged pain caused by
medication in late pregnancies.
A second abortionist interviewed
said his services were cheap, and he
did not ask questions.
'These women do not want to
go to clinics and hospitals because
some nurses look down on them,

and they have to give them reasons.
'Most of them are blaming the
lockdown, and I cannot argue. I
give them what they need and, for
an extra R300,

I coach them over

the phone after they have taken the
medication. It can be painful and
many of them are alone."
The Department of Health advises
women to visit public healthcare
facilities for abortions, warning of
the dangers of illegal abortions.

